

TOWN OF NEW RICHMOND
110 South Wabash Street, PO Box 210, New Richmond, IN 47967 Ph. 765-339-4507
Clerk@nrtown.com
Minutes of the Meeting
March 3, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.

Roll Call: Board Members Present, President Luke Martin, Council Member Minnie Howard, Rebecca Scott, Clerk/Treasurer Alaathea Foust and Earl Heide Water/Sewer Superintendent.
  Alaathea Foust Clerk/Treasurer presented approval for Minutes of the Meeting on February 4, 2020 at 6:30 p.m., Minnie H. made the motion to approve the minutes, Luke M. seconded the motion, Luke M. called for a vote, motion carried. 

Amendments/Additions to Agenda: Town dumpsters for April 24th – 26th. Set a hearing date for Acct 34.03 to dispute a utility bill. The Town Council agreed to set a Special meeting for the hearing on March 31st at 3:00 p.m. so that the Town Attorney can be present.
Streets/Maintenance: Luke M. said the Town will be having a cleanup day with 3 dumpsters coming to town on April 24 – 26. The town will provide volunteers to help cleanup. Luke M. said we will be limiting the number of mattresses and box springs an individual can bring to the dumpster. Alaathea F. said we want to encourage residents to clean up their properties, because we will be enforcing the Blighted Property Ordinance. Alaathea F. said it was suggested to have our Town Marshal hand out warning citations to those who have blighted properties before clean up day so they can take advantage of this opportunity.
Water/Sewer: Earl Heide said he was told from Alaathea F. that the Town has received the loan for the Harrison lift station project, so he will get started on that and then get the sewer meter replaced at the park.
  Luke M. said we need to do something about the storm drain manholes in the park, kids are removing the lids. Earl H. said they have lids with a locking system on them now and I will check on those. 
Town Marshal: Jeremy Minor not present. 
Clerk/Treasurer:  Alaathea F. presented Accounts Payable Voucher Register for March 3, 2020 to the Board, Minnie H. made the motion to approve APV Register, Rebecca S. seconded the motion, Luke M. called for a vote, motion carried. 
   Alaathea F. presented the Board with up to date Fund Report, Appropriation Report and Revenue Report. Alaathea F. presented the bank reconcilements for December 2019 and January 2020.
  Alaathea F. asked permission to pay Char’s Accounting in the amount of $135.00, Rebecca S. made the motion to pay Char’s Accounting, Minnie H. seconded the motion, Luke M. called a vote, motion carried.  Alaathea F. asked permission to spend promotional fund on the Town Easter event for April 4th. Rebecca S. made the motion to approve spending from the promotional fund on the Town Easter event, Minnie H. seconded the motion, Luke M. called a vote, motion carried.
Old Business:
   E Harrison Lift Station Damage: Luke M. said Earl Heide is running that project.
  Street Project: Alaathea F. said we were not able to make the first round of the grant cycle due to the fact that I had forgotten to entry our street information into the new LTAP Data Management System, which was due December 31, 2019. However, it may be possible to make the second round in the grant cycle if we can get this done early enough. Rebecca S. said she is working on the LTAP Data Management System. The Town Council decided to table this for now.
  Coal Creek Fire & Rescue contract: Luke M. said the Town Attorney is working on the new contract, so we are going to Table this for now. Darren Foreman fire chief gave an up to date report on the progress of the Coal Creek Fire department.
  Police Car: Luke M. said we have received our insurance check. Alaathea F. said the check was for $8000.00 for the damaged police car. The Town Council decided to move forward in purchasing a new police car. Alaathea F. said we have the money in our LIT Public Safety Fund to do an additional appropriation for $5000.00 in case we need the money. Minnie H. made the motion to approve moving forward for the additional $5000.00, Rebecca S. seconded the motion, Luke M. called a vote, motion carried.
New Business:

  Agreement with Linden for Wastewater & Water Services: Alaathea F. said the new contract is good until the year 2024. After some discussion Rebecca S. made the motion to approve the contract, Minnie H. seconded the motion, Luke M. called for a vote, motion carried. 
  Water/Wastewater rate increase: Luke M. said he will let Alaathea F. talk about the rates. Alaathea F. said our last rate increase was at the beginning of 2017. After looking over the revenues and expenditures over the last 6 years we are still not where we need to be, over all we are bringing in less than what we are operating on. Alaathea F. said our water system is going to need some infrastructure replace and we are going to need to prepare for that.  Alaathea F. said we need to do no less than $2.00 increase on water, per thousand gallons and $3.00 increase on sewer. After some discussion Alaathea F. said she will be working on a new Ordinance.
  Alaathea F. said we also need to change our current Utility Deposit from $150.00 to $200.00, as well as changing how the deposits are returned. After some discussion Alaathea F. said she will have this ready for the next meeting.
Public Comments: Alaathea F. said she had a resident ask about keeping fish from the New Richmond pond. I suggested maybe a fishing permit that people can purchase and would be able to keep the fish they get. Rebecca S. suggested fishing tournaments to collect money for stocking fish in the pond.
  Elise Lane said there has been some complaints about dogs running loose. Luke M. said we will put a note in the next water bill.
Rebecca S. made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Minnie H. seconded the motion, Luke M. called for a vote, motion carried.  
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