
TOWN OF NEW RICHMOND
110 South Wabash Street, PO Box 210, New Richmond, IN 47967 Ph. 765-339-4507
Clerk@nrtown.com
Minutes of the Meeting
May 3, 2023 6:08 p.m.
Roll Call: Present, President Minnie Howard, Council Member Linda Forbes, Rachelle Cowherd and Clerk/Treasurer Alaathea Foust. 
Pledge of allegiance was in the Public Hearing.

  Alaathea Foust Clerk/Treasurer presented approval for Public Hearing Meeting on April 5, 2023 at 6:00 p.m., Linda F. made the motion to approve the minutes, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. 

  Alaathea Foust Clerk/Treasurer presented approval for Minutes of Meeting on April 5, 2023 at 6:05 p.m., Linda F. made the motion to approve the minutes, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. 

   Alaathea Foust Clerk/Treasurer presented approval for Minutes of Work Session on April 17, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., Linda F. made the motion to approve the minutes, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. 

Amendments/Additions to Agenda: Baseball fields: Rachelle C. said we have a resident that is inquiring about getting the baseball diamonds back up and functioning so they can get some of our traveling teams to play in New Richmond. We do not know what they are wanting us to do or what they plan to help with, the resident was unable to make the meeting tonight to discuss this with the Council. Linda F. said she did some research on the teams involved in the program and said there were not enough children enrolled in the program for the Town of New Richmond to put the money into the baseball fields. So, we are trying to take into account how many children would actually use this diamond. Linda F. said however, we have had a lot of interest in pickleball and our money may be better spent on the tennis court where there is more interest. After some discussion no decisions were made at this time. 
Streets/Maintenance: Jay Busse not present.
Water/Sewer: Earl Heide not present.
Town Marshal: Jeremy Minor not present.
Fire Department: Fire Chief Darren Foreman gave a report on their runs for the month. 
Report from Attorney:  Rob Reimondo not present. Alaathea F. said I received an email from the Town attorney that stated Mr. & Mrs. Craig have been communicating to their Attorney about the property at 421 East Washington Street and they do have a quote for the tear down of the house from Walden Enterprises, LLC and are trying to get financing to do the work. Linda F. said she talked with Hilary Craig recently and confirmed that they are working on getting the house torn down.
Clerk/Treasurer:  Alaathea F. presented Accounts Payable Voucher Register for May 3, 2023 to the Board, Linda F. made the motion to approve the APV Register, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. 

  Alaathea F. presented the bank reconcilements for March 2023.

  Alaathea F. presented the Board with the Fund Report, Appropriation Report, Revenue Report up to date. 
  Alaathea F. presented the Council an invoice from HWC Engineers for $12,675.00 for approval to pay when grant money is received. Linda F. made the motion to approve the payment, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. 

  Alaathea F. presented an invoice from Kelley Kornbroke, Municipal Consultation & Customer Service, for $750.00 for helping with record retention. Linda F. made the motion to approve the payment, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. 
  Alaathea F. said she has not yet contacted Govocity to make the change for a new credit card payment program as of yet, but will get started on that soon and there will be some notice to the resident of the new payment system.
  Alaathea F. said RCAP (Rural Community Assistance Partnership) will be working with me on utility rate study, there are some other things we need to address in our utility ordinance. RCAP is a free service to the Town.
  Alaathea F. presented to the Town Council that she will be investing in Trust Indiana, which is back by the State of Indiana and SBOA (State Board of Account) approved.
  Alaathea F. reminded everyone about dumpster day on May 20th for Town clean up.

  Alaathea F. said this was recommended by the SBOA to have a Conflict-of-Interest form for Council member Rachelle Cowherd to sign, she is a Volunteer Firemen for the Coal Creek Fire & Rescue (CCFR) department. Alaathea F. informed the Council that Rachelle C. is unable to vote on anything having to do with the CCFR department and the Town Budget. Alaathea F. said if there was ever a tie vote with the two Council members on a matter in regards to these issues the Clerk/Treasurer would then be the tie breaker. Rachelle Cowherd signed the conflict-of-interest form. 
Old Business:
Coal Creek Fire & Rescue (CCFR) Agreement: The Town Council voted to retract the first agreement with the CCFR. Linda F. made the motion to approve retracting the first agreement, Minnie H. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. Rachelle C. abstained from the vote.

Alaathea F. presented the revised CCFR agreement with the $4,500.00 payment for 2023. Linda F. made the motion to approve the revised agreement, Minnie H. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. Rachelle C. abstained from the vote.

  Alaathea F. presented to a member of the CCFR a report showing that the Town of New Richmond did pay their CCFR agreement over the last 5 years. There was a comment made at the last meeting from Kevin McCord that the Town of New Richmond did not pay their CCFR agreement for the last 5 years.

Recyclable Dumpster: Alaathea F. said the comments she received from the survey that was on the back of the bills were 17 yes, 4 no and 64 no comments about the dumpster. After some discussion the Town Council agreed not to have the recyclable dumpster at this time.
Traffic Ordinance Speed Limit: Alaathea F. said she has not be able to get with Rob R. about the ordinance.
Shelter House: Darrell Birge (from the Volunteers for New Richmond Improvements) has not presented a quote for the doors at the shelter house.
  There was discussion on putting cameras at the New Richmond Park due to the vandalism at the park recently. The Town Council stated that they are looking into getting some cameras.

New Business:
Adoption of Ordinance 2023-2 Trash Collection: Linda F. made the motion to suspend the rules and waive the second reading, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried.
  Linda F. made the motion to adopt Ordinance 2023-2, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried.

2024 Budget:  Alaathea F. informed the Town Council that we need to have some discussion on the 2024 Budget and what you would like to do in 2024. Linda F. made a motion to have a meeting to talk about the 2024 Budget, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried. The Town Council did not set a date for the meeting at this time.

It was opened up for the public to have comments at this time.  
Next Town Hall Meeting is June 7, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.
Linda F. made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Rachelle C. seconded the motion, Minnie H. called for a vote, motion carried.  

_______________       _______________________               _________________________________________

President Minnie Howard                                                           Attest: Clerk/Treasurer Alaathea Foust

_________________________________________

Council Member Linda Forbes
_________________________________________

Council Member Rachelle Cowherd

